Surgical management of Crohn's colitis.
Crohn's disease in childhood is changing. The incidence is increasing, colonic disease is becoming more prevalent in younger children, and colon reconstruction is more acceptable. Genetic phenotypes are influencing decisions for surgery, and targeted immunotherapy has renewed hope for more durable remissions following less extensive resections. The tasks facing the surgeon evaluating a child with Crohn's colitis include confirming the specific diagnostic subtype and selecting the correct procedure. This chapter will review the unique aspects of pediatric Crohn's colitis and the increased complexity of surgical choice for this most challenging presentation. Recent success with less extensive surgery offers renewed hope for children with intractable colonic disease.